160                    THE TEN-YEAR SCHOOL
bourgeois literature of the period of political reaction. Western
literature includes Balzac and Zola.
Class 10 studies literature of the twentieth century up to the
Revolution: literature of bourgeoisie and landlordism, prole-
tarian literature, literature of the petit bourgeois of the period
of revolt, of the reconstruction period.
Western European literature takes Shakespeare's Othello as
illustrating the decline of feudalism, and the new bourgeois
outlook; Byron the poet of the period following the Industrial
Revolution in England; Goethe, ideologue of the historically
progressive bourgeoisie developing in an economically and
socially backward country. Finally there is a lecture and dis-
cussion and a general review regarding Western European
literature, noting Boccaccio, Petrarch, Erasmus, Voltaire,
Rousseau, Diderot, and Schiller.
Nature Study. The problems of nature study in the primary
school are given as follows: " (1) Using the basis of the know-
ledge which the pupils have of living nature, of natural phe-
nomena; by making the knowledge more exact, by fighting
against the perversion of this knowledge by religion and parish-
pump mentality; to widen the outlook of the pupils with know-
ledge of new facts about organic and inorganic nature. (2) To give
the pupils the simplest laws of the development of nature in a
form easy for them to assimilate, and based on concrete material.
($} To show a clear picture of the power over the unknown forces
of nature used in Socialist construction* (4) To awaken in the
chiMraa an interest in the study of nature, and to equip them
with an elementary knowledge of research in natural phenomena.
Upder such conditions nature study becomes a powerful weapon
m the education of children as fighting rationalists, as future
workers of a Socialist economy skilled in technics and science m
the final mug of the educational ladder. It is impossible to talk of
sysfceiBatie study of this or that natural science in the
but tfce first steps towards the acquisition of the
of selenee are the most important m the teaeblsg*)f